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Between 1840 and 1920, thousands of vessels sailed from Melbourne to New Zealand, 
transitioning from wooden tall ships to major steam liners. Key fleets dominated this 
era, most notably the Union Steam Ship Company and McMeckan, Blackwood & Co. 
Their ships transported waves of miners and immigrants across the Tasman Sea. [1, 2, 
3, 4, 5] 

The Gold Rush Era (1850s–1860s) 

The discovery of gold in Australia and subsequently in New Zealand (e.g., Otago and 
West Coast) prompted a massive trans-Tasman passenger rush. [1, 2, 3, 4, 5] 

• Famous Ships: Omeo, Albion, Ringarooma, and the Tararua. 

• Details: These early steam auxiliaries and sail vessels carried thousands of 
prospectors. For example, the Omeo frequently sailed between Melbourne, 
Hokitika, and Dunedin. [1, 2] 

The Era of Steam Liners (1875–1920) 

The Union Steam Ship Company (established in 1875) monopolized and streamlined 
the trans-Tasman trade, providing reliable passenger and mail services between 
Melbourne and major New Zealand ports like Wellington, Auckland, and Bluff. [1, 3, 4] 

• Famous Ships: Wakatipu, Arawata, Marama, and Rotondo. 

• Details: These vessels were larger, faster iron-hulled steamships that offered 
passenger comfort and cargo transport. [1, 2, 4, 5] 
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