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In Wellington he pursued a keen interest in the code and was among the founders of the Hungarian
team (later Mirimar Rangers). Now widowed , Mrs Beres has two adult sons, one of whom came
home from Perth to watch the 2002 World d Cup with her and his brother.

SOME THOUGHTS FROM YOUR
BULLETIN EDITOR JACK GLENGARRY

As our president Neni Beres so explicitly emphasised, our New Zealand Founders group needs
ongoing membership increases in order to survive..

An important factor in this challenge is publicity, emanating from the branches to sustain a high
profile for the movement .It s recommended that each branch should have a publicity officer to keep
in touch with the local newspapers whether they are dailies or the community giveaways. Send in
short, sharp reports on the branch monthly meetings and keep a keen constant lookout for photo
opportunities. Coming to mind is a visit from our president Mrs Beres, a guest speaker with special
significance or an appropriate ceremony or occasion involving the branch.

Letters to the editor on matters of the day and a media release on your provincial anniversary day are
itemns to keep in mind. If your area has a radio station keep in contact with this news medium. The aim
is to sustain a high public focus for the New Zealand Founders Society.

Out there are politically correct elements ,who find any references dealing with matters British and
colonial simply taboo. In too many instances our wonderful forebears are portrayed as the villians in
New Zealand s colonial development. Our forefathers should be revered, idolised and given the
highest profile possible for the hardships they endured travelling by sailing ship to reach the faraway
colony. Then came the back breaking tasks to clear and utilise the landscape.

Their aims were very basic but so important. They left behind the horrors associated with a social
order allied with the industrial revolution, especially in the British Isles, to start a new life in New
Zealand. They made the change for themselves, their children and their descendants---that s us. Their
values should still be pursued with dedication as we enter the new millennium.

Jack Glengarry

FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY...
BRANCH REPORTS FOR THE PAST YEAR

These notes should prove extremely worthwhile for our branches. This is a chance to read what other
groups undertake and could be inspirational for upcoming activities. Read on for the content is most
illuminating

AUCKLAND
The Auckland branch has continued its well-proven method of having monthly luncheon meetings,
with a speaker on a subject historical or otherwise. In fact, we keenly suggest to members that we
want to hear from them of their stories and interests, and we have succeeded.

Many profess shyness in talking in front of other members, but that soon vanishes when they get a
warm reception. When we have a special meeting we also encourage them to bring along some special
treat to share with the other members — we have tried our special recipe for instance — and sampled
same.

Last year we celebrated the success of our publication, which is an ongoing item, although easing
down at present. We also had one of our meetings turned into a special to celebrate our 50 ™
birthday. The extra food and treats drew an appreciative number of members. It has also to be
acknowledged that our venue, Kinder House, Parnell, by its setting, ease of transport to and from, and
smallness, contributes to the feeling that it is our place — we would be hard-put to find a better
venue to cover our needs.
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It is pleasing to be able to report that our membership held up very well and ended with a slight
increase over the previous year. While there were more than 10 losses through resignations,
relocations and deaths, the deficit was exceeded by new members.

John Mathieson, Branch Chairman

CANTERBURY/WESTLAND
A broad range of functions and activities were held for members during the year and a special
invitation was extended and is still open, to have friends or family who are not Founders members
attend and participate in our functions. The committee valued the added company and interest shown
by the guests. The functions were usually very well supported.

In April members enjoyed a trip on the historic Lyttelton steam tug (now retired from active work but
used for tours) for several hours around the harbour.

Although the weather was cool, it was interesting for all age groups. There was plenty to see from a
scenic or mechanical point of view or the opportunity to just peacefully contemplate the harbour and
imagine what it must have been like for the settlers 150 years earlier on this same harbour. A number
of members and guests met at the Royal Hotel before the tug trip to enjoy a hearty hot lunch in the
historic Lyttelton township.

The mid-winter event was held at Cellinis Caf ,Sumner, in July. After a friendly lunch it was a short
walk across the road to the historic brick building housing the Sumner Museum, especially opened for
us by Topsy Rule.

Set up by an enthusiastic group of locals, it was full of interesting exhibits and a large archive of
historical local documents. The main part of the museum is on the first floor and we noted the flood
level of several feet up the walls from a flood of just a few years earlier.

The Canterbury Museum is of particular significance to the Canterbury/Westland Branch of NZ
Founders as it holds and displays many of our Branch s artifacts. It also holds our own Branch
records. Following the visit, member Prue Barker donated a child s hand made leather shoe (about
100 years old) that would have fitted a child aged about two years old.

In August we enjoyed lunch at the Pegasus Arms Restaurant. This building is situated on the banks of
the Avon River and still retains the original historical fa ade of the building from its days as a

doctor s rooms in early Christchurch. Prue Barker gave a very interesting talk about the times when
her grandfather was the Doctor Barker in the building.

QOur meeting in September was out-of-town and into North Canterbury for a lunch with a historical
book review by Graham Tapper and then a trip about 10 km up the road to Waipara to visit the
Country Fair incorporating the Steam and Vintage farm machinery festival. Unfortunately, due to the
unseasonably cold and wet weather in November we had our first ever event cancellation involving an
outdoor picnic in Rangiora.

Many members attended our Christmas luncheon held at the Elms Hotel in Papanui. We had a
wonderful function in the Christmas spirit and as the price was a lot cheaper than we had been quoted,
everyone was very pleased.

The New Year started with the return to the Riverview Restaurant, Kaiapoi, for lunch. We were not
disappointed. More members and guests joined us after lunch for a trip on the restored river ship the
Tuhoe. We enjoyed a beautiful day and a leisurely trip down the Kaiapoi River to the mouth and then
return, viewing many sights not normally seen from a car. A fascinating old ship.

The Branch welcomed several new members, some reviving past membership and children of
members joining in their own right.
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Our December outing this year was a visit to the old picturesque church at Eskdale followed by a
picnic lunch at Eskdale Park (bringing back childhood memories to many) and a visit to a lavender
farm.

The highlight of our Founders Day Dinner was a spell-binding talk and reminiscences given us by Sir
Rodney Gallen, a retired High Court Judge.

We warmly welcome the 11 new members who have joined us this year. Unfortunately their numbers
are offset by transfers, resignations and death so please remember that word of mouth is one of the
best methods of obtaining new members. Tell your friends and particularly your families of the
opportunities there are to learn about the history and people of the district by being a member of the
Society. A sub-committee has been set up to investigate ways of getting publicity through the media.

On behalf of myself and members of the Hawkes Bay Branch I wish to give thanks to our retiring
Committee members Nell Fox and Nola Armstrong for their service over the years, also our retiring
Treasurer and Secretary for the past three years, John Garland, who has been such a support and
valuable officer to the Branch.

In conclusion I wish to thank all my committee for their continuing support and look forward to the
participation of members in the interesting programme planned for this coming year and growth in the
branch.

N.G. Roberts, Chairman

POVERTY BAY
We had an interesting year beginning with our bus trip to Te Karaka, Motu and Matawai with talks of
local historical interest, followed by lunch in the garden of Raewyn and Wyn Hustler. Luncheon
meetings included : Doug Kerr s humorous discourse on the origins of family names; Vivian
McConnell on Clan Cameron; Colleen Bull on her book From Papa to Pumice and Back to Papa; and
Dudley More from the Museum with video pictures of local interest. Our mid-winter dinner was held
at the home of Bonnie Dwyer and our end of year BBQ lunch at Barbara Fisher s home.

In June, Beryl Currie represented the Branch as Councillor at the National Council and had morning
tea at Government House with other members.We look forward to another year of enjoyable social
activities.

TARANAKI
On April 1 this year we were particularly pleased that were able to be joined by our National
President, Bill Sheat and Mrs Sheat (ex Taranakians) at our annual commemorative luncheon and the
associated visit to the Pioneer Memorial to honour our forebears. Over 40 members and guests
attended both functions and particularly enjoyed the fascinating talk on Taranaki treasures given by
our guest speaker, City Councillor Lyn Bublitz.

The annual meeting was held on April 6. Whilst this Branch s own financial position is a sound one,
we anticipated a possible rise in national capitation fees, so for the first time in seven years we opted
for a modest increase in branch subscriptions. We did so also bearing in mind that when the
opportunity arises, we will be hoping to cover the cost of some small project which will be able to
suitably and specifically acknowledge Founders at the new Pukeariki Museum complex currently
under construction.

We welcomed four new members during the year, and there are at least two applications known to be
in the pipeline at the time this report was compiled. With similar losses we started the new year with a
membership of about 70. Hopefully, with the advent of the proposed new family membership scheme,
numbers will rise in 2002.

Our monthly meetings at the Beach Street Hall have been well supported, with some excellent
speakers covering a wide range of topics.
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However once the voyage was over it was the jollity of life on board the William Bryan that everyone
remembered. Mrs Wood recalled the twice-weekly dances. "They were the old country dances, not
those ones that people go in for nowadays. We had such jolly times " She remembered, also with great
affection, Captain McLean as "a big man with red hair and red whiskers and blue eyes; who used to
have lolly scrambles on the deck for the children."

Unlike the five other Company ships, the William Bryan completed her voyage without touching
land. They met only one other ship along the way, on which occasion both vessels hove to and
celebrated the meeting with dances on their respective decks.

Mrs Wood recalled the food: "Our meals used to consist of preserved meat, pearl barley, plum
pudding and pea soup, and we used to have lime juice twice a week. There was also a plentiful supply
of beautiful ship’s biscuits. The water lasted out the journey all right, but we used to boil it before
using, and we used sea water for washing."

Enshrined in Taranaki legend is the story of Lucy Sarten, New Plymouth’s equivalent of astronaut
Neil Armstrong. She was the first of the William Bryan passengers to set foot ashore on Ngamotu
Beach. Her feelings of fear on being carried ashore on the shoulders of tattooed Maori warriors and
left alone on the beach, surrounded by curious Maori men, women and children, are understandable.
But she was not alone in her trepidation. Phillipa Inch felt no better about things.

She recalled: "The Maoris were tattooed all over and had no clothing except little inats. 1 did not like
being carried ashore by a big naked Maori, and kept saying , I'll go back to my mother."”

"I remember my mother saying when she saw Moturoa and the Maoris, *If I'd known we were coming
to a place like this I would never have come.

Of course, had Phillipa Inch not come, her family would not have achieved the honour of forming the
last personal link with the William Bryan and neither would it have been their daughter, along with
Jane Smith, who would share the special honour of unveiling the pioneer memorial 70 years later.
Phillipa Inch married clockmaker and goldsmith Henry Wood in the 1850s. She died at the age of 97.

ON BOARD THE WILLIAM BRYAN
EN ROUTE TO NEW PLYMOUTH

Excerpts From The Journal of Eliza Tucker
From Dawn Morrison ( nee Tucker) On The Voyage from Plymouth

November 1840.

We have been at sea now ten days and this is the first chance to write in my Diary. When you, Sarah
dear, pressed the little book into my hands before we left Hampshire, 1 chocked with welling tears, 1
could not contain myself. When finally we were under way, 1 was so fraught with fear and exhaustion
1 thought them to be my constant companions on this voyage.

It rained in torrents and the decks due to embarkation, were ankle deep in mud. Boats and barges
arrived at the ship’s side with the emigrants and their luggage, some poor souls in the most woeful
plight.

We had to remain some days in the Sound, and experienced two dreadful November gales. The wind
we were told later, blew away a house on the "Hoe". My fear of small places and of boats, and the sea,
had combined to put my mind in the most terrible state, you would have been proud of my resolve,
Father dear, as I fought so hard to keep in control for Edward and the children.

Edward is so enthusiastic about our new life. He makes light of every situation, even when he can see
the children and I are near terrified.

Sunday17 th.
Another gale, with vessels passing in a very dilapidated state. A schooner has lost her captain and
boy, and a brig had two seamen washed overboard.
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February. Thursday 18th.

The water is very bad, causing sickness among passengers and crew, thank goodness not us so far,
though James, Joseph and Emily have each developed a nasty cough. Richard on the other hand seems
bursting with health, and 1 declare nearly as tall as James.

Saturday 20th.

The seas seems heavy and the weather damp and we promenade the deck in an effort to warm up. |
must tell you of one great disappointment. that of the Southern Cross" .It looks as Edward says, more
like a "diamond" and takes all one s imagination to see a cross about it.! Sarah announced that the
Moon's face was upside down and why was that so!

March. Tuesday 10th.

Captain McLean, a man of serious nature, tells us we are off Van Dieman’s Land, but alas are too far
south to see any part of it. Auroa Australis, the Southern Lights, have been playing beautifully during
the evening, broad sheets of electricity flickering up from the south with bright yellow flashes.

Sunday 15th.

Too cold for a service on deck.

Mr Aubery Jnr, drank too much punch last night and today feels a loss of appetite. We have kept up
our Saturday nights with good spirits, singing at least three rounds of songs and afterwards a general
chorus of "Green grow the rushes Oh" and "Rule Britannia". It with a great air of excitement that we
open our eyes each day. Everyone on board is jubilant, our new home in now not far away.

Monday 17th,

"Land on the Starboard bow."

Day light was just beginning as we crowded the deck to sight our new home. A grey outline, barely
visible against the dawn glow. Edward and 1 clutched our children to us on the deck of the "William
Bryan" and wondered what is ahead.. I thank God for our safe and sure passage.

CHRISTMAS LETTER. TO LUEY, AGED 5 YEARS.
ANOTHER DAWN MORRISON ( NEE TUCKER) CONTRIBUTION

This is a story, | must tell you Luey, you and your cousins, because if | don’t put it down on paper
now, you may never know and that would be sad. | want to tell you about two of your great, great,
great Grandmothers. My two Grandmothers, Julia Ambrosina Carmicheal and Margaret Jane Stuart.

They were born in the 1870's, Julia in Hobart, en route from Ireland, from the village of Downpatrick
in County Down. It is not known if the ships with lots of other immigrants on board, stopped in
Tasmania as a matter of course ---- 1 think not---- or that having seen the sights in Sydney, your great,
great, great, Grandfather, James Carmichael, decided to seek his fortune in Tasmania. Alas no, it was
to New Zealand that Jimmy Carmichael finally arrived with his wife and children to settle in the
village of Havelock North in Hawkes Bay.

Margaret Jane Stewart, known as Maggie, was born in Dunedin of Scottish parents, who had settled in
New Zealand among their kith and kin from the Borders in Scotland, their families before them
fleeing that bloody and dreadful time in Scottish history.

Julia was to marry the dashing William Tucker, and Maggie, the handsome Richard Fleming. Well
Lucy, I thought they were dashing and handsome these grandfathers of mine. As children, my cousins
and I grew up with the feeling of utmost protection and love from our Grandparents. I remember
holding Julia’s hand as I crossed the street in Hastings, her soft kid gloves wrapped around my fingers.
We would be going to Westerman s Department Store, to buy silk stockings, more gloves, lace
handkerchiefs and treats for we children. After Westermans we made our way to the Hawkes Bay
Farmers --- third floor--- to meet Grandfather Tucker for lunch, so formal, so grand, well that s how it
seemed to me all those ages ago when | was hardly 10.
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The government was determined that the balloting of farms should go ahead rapidly, although the
surveying was not completed, and much of the land was unsuitable for cultivation, being swampy, or
steep, or of sour soil away from the fertile riverbanks. There was great protest from the settlers, with
the regimental commander, William Moule taking their complaints to higher quarters.

A few adjustments were made, but the government was committed to retrenchment rather than justice
and the militia had to accept much unsatisfactory land.

Other problems arose once the militia settlers were officially "on their land" and off army pay. Many
tried to farm but had no money* for seeds and plants, or for timber for building. Goods could only
come to Hamilton by government steamer and the freight costs were very high.

Many other small and petty actions were taken against the settlers in the withdrawal of services and
compensations, after going off pay, and a general expectation of jobs building government roads did
not eventuate at that time. A few more affluent settlers hired labour, but there was virtually no way for
the ordinary settler in the first two years to earn money regularly.

Two things kept the feeble settlement from collapsing. One was the determination of most militia
settlers to hang on for three years from the date of enlistment, at which time they would receive full
freehold title to their sodden little farm. It was this provision, as well as a small payment and ration of
liquor, that maintained attendance at monthly parades and readiness to fight at the redoubts if needed.
There were people who despaired and left from all the Waikato settlements, but only a few dozen did
so from the Hamilton regiment.

The second thing was the free rations which carried the militia through the first winter and second
summer, but by early autumn of 1866, that came to an end, and those remaining for the second winter
faced slow starvation, as they had been unable to fulfil the government expectation that they would by
then be living off their own crops. There was no government relief, and deprivation was real. Spring
provided hope and crop growth, and at the end of the summer land titles were issued. The surviving
settlers had their freehold land and very little else. Many settlers then sold their land, or abandoned it,
and in April 1867 it was estimated that about eight families were leaving the regimental area every
week, and in 1868 Hamilton township had less than 300 people in it, and more than one-third of them
were children.

However, other people were coming to the area, more able and willing to farm the land, and people
with commercial expertise, to develop further the original military facilities. The township developed
two hubs right at the start, a centre of activity and enterprise on either side of the river, near to the two
redoubts. For more than a dozen years there was no bridge. Communication between the two
settlements was by canoe, then a punt ferry.

Based on the military system, the initial fundamentals of a civic and commercial establishment grew -
including a hospital, school, bank, post office, hotels, churches, shops, businesses and clubs, and the
formation of a constabulary, a court and local government bodies.

Throughout the late 1800s Hamilton was slowly emerging and spreading out from its beginnings on
"a long stretch of gravel",

WHO FIRED THE FIRST SHOT AT WAIRAU ?
This is the manuscript used by guest speaker Heather Glengarry
at a Wanganui Founders’ Society meeting in September 2001.

The Wairau Incident, which took place at Tuamarina just outside Blenheim on June 1843, was an

horrific occasion. Known earlier as the Wairau Massacre at least 22 Europeans lost their lives as did
five Maoris.
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