





Here s the crunch — Mrs Cropper and her daughter were the first recipients of a widows and orphans
benefit organised by an Oddfellows Lodge in New Zealand.

I m looking forward to my next South Island visit to view the Wairau site. From the main road and
across the railway line there exists the hill that John Kidson traversed with three armed warriors and a
dog in hot pursuit. If he had not dropped his musket to distract his pursuers, I may not have been here
today.

CLAUDELANDS SHOWGROUNDS

RICH IN WAIKATO HERITAGE

The Claudelands Showgrounds at Hamilton have been operational for 110 years , the first show taking
place after an inaugural meeting on February 3, 1891 with Mr John Fisher presiding.

Then a Mr Day proposed that the show be held at the racecourse , Claudelands ,and after strong
opposition from Cambridge delegates, this was finally carried.

The show grounds have an interesting history. The Waikato Turf Club had gone out of existence and
in 1885 it was decided to form a racing club for Waikato. The late Mr C.J. Barton was deputed to look
for a suitable course and the Claudelands ground of 96 acres was secured by lease for seven years,
with the right of purchase at £1400.

A syndicate involving public spirited Hamilton residents was formed to purchase the property, not as
a speculation but to save it as a sports ground for town and district for all time. The South Auckland
Racing Club was formed ti-tree cleared, a course laid and the first race meeting was held in 1887
when £800 was put through the tote. In 1891 the syndicate was approached by the late Mr John
McNicol to use the grounds for the projected Waikato Agricultural and Pastoral Association .This was
agreed to with the ground to be granted free for five years.

During 1902, the property was offered to the Hamilton Borough at £1600 but this was declined . As a
result the area was taken over by the Waikato A.&.P. Assn, with the racing club continuing as a tenant
until 1925 when it moved to Te Rapa, the Waikato Trotting Club taking its place as the association s
tenant.

During 1902 many meetings were held in connection with the site for the Show. Offers came from
Frankton, Morrinsville, Cambridge and Te Awamutu Strong pressure from Cambridge led to a special
meeting being called at Ohaupo on August 9. This meeting created tremendous interest, strong
arguments being used by both parties. Cambridge had a majority of the exhibitors, and the secretary
and head office were in Cambridge, although most of the meetings were held in Ohaupo.

On the other hand Hamilton claimed the best central position by rail and road, and considered the gate
receipts would suffer if the show was held in Cambridge. Both sides became very busy enrolling new
members. A special train was run from Hamilton, while every vehicle in or about Cambridge was put
into commission. When the train arrived from Hamilton it looked like one army meeting another. The
hall was filled to overflowing and passionate speeches were made from both sides.

Mr E.B. Cox moved that a showgrounds be secured at Frankton, Mr R Reynolds moving as an
amendment that the land be leased from the Cambridge Domain Board, and let it be known that £300
had been subscribed to be handed to the Association if Cambridge was selected.

Scrutineers were appointed, then the hall. was cleared and all in favour of Cambridge entered the Hall
and were counted as they left the Hall. The same procedure was adopted for Hamilton supporters and
the amendment was lost by 302- 309. When this-was announced, many arguments started and matters
looked ugly for a while , each side accusing the other of entering through ~a window and recording
two votes.
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The animated Christmas windows for children were a real highlight. Parents brought their little ones
down for the opening night already dressed for bed just so they could be among the first to experience
the delights of the animated stories. Among them were Janet and John in the Land of the Christmas
Dreams; the Teddy Bears’ Picnic; a Children’s Nativity; The Clown's Train; Monkey Business, The
Night Before Christmas and Royal Nursery Rhymes.

In 1957 the James’s Smith's Christmas Parade began. This was designed and organised by George for
25 years. There must be many hundreds - if not thousands —of Wellingtonians , who were involved in
those wonderful parades. During these years, those littlies who were at the first 'opening’ were there
with their own littlies wide-eyed and equally as excited as their mums and dads had been. Before
these Parades Father Christmas arrived at James Smith’s doorway on a suitably dressed Wellington
City Council Milk Dept. float piloted by Mr Horace Marshall, driving the faithful white draught horse
llR-ajahl"

While these events were going on James Smith’s was expanding. New stores were opened in Lambton
Quay, Johnsonville Mall, Lower Hutt, Maidstone Mall, Porirua and Coastlands .It was George's job to
take over from the architect and plan, layout, and decorate these new stores, all of which he did with
his usual care and flair. During his time the Display Department was up on the third floor and this
meant plenty of heart-strengthening exercises as staff raced up the stairs as a better option to waiting
for the lift which, of course, would stop for a length of time at each of the previous floors. Throughout
the war years from 1939 to 1945 James Smith staff manned a Fire Watch group, which trained to deal
with incendiary bombs which might fall on the buildings. There were buckets of sand placed
throughout the building. A group of four or five men were required to take watch and sleep overnight
for a week at a time. Even when the War was over the buckets stayed in place for some time.

One memorable incident occurred in 1942 when one Friday night the American Navy men and our
New Zealand soldiers had a confrontation outside James Smith’s in Manners Street. Being up on the
third floor the Display department took a bit of time off to hang out of the windows and watch as
knives and fists flourished. It was some time before peace was restored and staff regained their
equilibrium,

Departments were often being reorganised and perhaps some of you will remember the old story
about a customer who enquired of a staff member where a particular department was. The reply came
back to her. " Madam, if you care to stay where you are I am sure it will pass you in the not too distant
future." That was what it was like for James Smith’s- always endeavouring to keep up with trends or
strategically placing a department for better outcomes. It kept the display department on their toes and
their minds ticking over for making the store even. more attractive.

Seasonal openings were a feature each year. Autumn with grapes and coloured leaves; Winter with fur
coats and woollies., Summer with "bathing togs’ and sun hats, Spring with blossoms and singing birds.
One year the display department festooned tree branches with pink paper blossoms and placed some
outside of the display windows on the ground floor under the verandah so that they appeared to be
growing through the windows. Singing birds were relayed through a loud speaker system, given
authenticity to the scene and caused a lot of comment. AND they were not vandalised!

Although George Kemick was there for such a long time he never felt stale as there was always a new
and exciting challenge to be met. The "Smith boys" Mr Douglas and Mr Bryan included staff
members like George in many decisions. In fact they became like family with James Smith's as the
focus for them all.

Footnote

James Smiths has had a special place in the National President’s Neni Beres life and memories. Her
late husband, Paul, an Hungarian engineer, who trained in the famous Diogyor factories near Miscolc,
set up his own wrought iron manufacturing business in Wellington, and made and supplied many of
the shop fittings and stands for James s Smiths. He also constructed the bases for many of the
Christmas Parade floats and the Christmas window attractions.
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By 6pm on January 12, 1871, the hundreds waiting in the New Plymouth streets for the arrival of the
first coach from Wanganui were already convinced that this was indeed the fate that had befallen the
hapless trail-blazers.

The coach had been expected at about four o’clock, at which time every vantage point on the summit
of Mount Eliot had been taken up by people eager to catch the first glimpse of this modern innovation.
Two hours later everyone was absolutely certain that by now the drivers and passengers heads would
be adorning the stockade posts of some savage pa, and their bodies already consigned to the cooking
ovens.

The caterers began looking fretfully at the sumptuous banquet that they had laid out under the big
marquee and wondering, who was going to want to eat such a meal once news of the "massacre" had
been confirmed. The chairman of the welcoming committee sadly put away the illuminated address
that had been prepared for presentation to the coach driver, while the signalman on Mount Eliot began
to riddle with the strings that held aloft the signal flags that read: "Glad to see you safely arrived."

Over the next two hours the waiting crowds evaporated like rain puddles in the sun. By eight o’clock
the streets were almost empty, apart from retailers shutting up their shops and taking down the
banners and bunting with which they had decorated their premises. At half past eight the welcoming
committee held a hasty meeting and decided that as they had paid for the banquet, it should be eaten
by somebody. The committee, the remaining retailers and the handful of people still strolling around
at that hour, obliged.

At a quarter past nine those lucky few were still trying to make some impression on the huge repast
when the town constable stuck his head in under the awning to announce: "Coach's "ere." Nobody had
even heard it arrive. The welcoming party rushed outside, gabbled a word or two of welcome and then
hustled the grateful crew and passengers in under the marquee to help wade through the mountain of
food.

It was all a great anticlimax. There had been no trouble with the Maori. In fact, the travellers reported
having had nothing but friendly receptions and practical assistance from the Maori at every point
along the way. The reason for the slow journey was the countryside itself. No driver could have been
expected to pioneer a route which, for much of the way, followed nothing more than tracks set down
by military supply wagons four or five years earlier, and, for the rest of the way, just ancient Maori
walking tracks.

However, within just a few weeks of that epic journey the coach route had been vastly improved.
Bridges had been built over the rivers, and, with the very willing assistance from local Maori, the
road s worst sections had been reformed. In March 1872, just 14 months after the inaugural journey,
the Taranaki Herald reported:

"Mr Young's (the new contractor) line of Cobb's coaches is so well patronised nowadays that a
journey overland to Wanganui is really no novelty; and the country southward which two years ago
was terra incognita to most persons, is pretty well known."

The era of the coach as a main land link between Wanganui and New Plymouth was a comparatively
short one. The opening of the first railway line in Taranaki, between New Plymouth and Waitara, in
October 1875, sounded the deathnell s beginning .. The rails continued to creep steadily outwards,
around the mountain, until on 1 December,1886 the final link up was achieved between New
Plymouth and Wellington.

However coaches continued to operate around the Egmont coast and north from New Plymouth as

part of the provincial passenger transport system until well into the 20th century when the service car
came into being.
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WHITE WINGS ... WITH THE OCCASIONAL GREYISH SMUDGE
By Murray Moorhead, Taranaki Branch. archivist , reflecting on the varied at-sea
conditions experienced by New Zealand’s “Plymouth Pilgrims.’

For as long as there were people still living, who had personal memories about the voyage to New
Plymouth among the Plymouth Company’s six chartered ships, comparisons between the individual
vessels and their respective passages remained a. source of animated discussion

For a group of ships, which made the voyage from one hemisphere to the other within a time span of
less than two years, there were some very marked differences between the vessels and the records of
their journeys.

The Company s six migrant ships ranged in size from the compact William Bryan at just 311 tons to
the much more spacious Oriental at 506 tons. Passenger capacities were equally diverse. The 329 ton
Essex carried 115, while the smaller 388 ton Timandra topped the list with 202.

History records that the smallest and most crowded ship, the William Bryan, with 148 persons
crammed. into its accommodation area, had. the calmest and most serene of voyages, both in terms of
the weather conditions and relationships between those on board. The ship sailed from Plymouth on
19 November 1840, and arrived off the site of the Plymouth Company’s proposed new settlement on
March 31, 1841. It goes without saying that no 133-day voyage under sail was ever going to be one
involving perpetually calm seas, fair breezes and smiling faces. Of course the William Bryan struck
some bad weather, but never enough to threaten the ship s safety.. And the passengers experienced
their share of physical and. mental discomfort caused. by the close confinement in the living quarters.
But generally, those who led the way to brave new settlement on the Taranaki. coast went to their
graves with nothing but the fondest memories of their voyage.

The Amelia Thompson, at 477 tons, the second largest ship chartered by the Company and carrying
the second largest complement of 187 passengers, had by far the longest voyage. The passage took
163 days, an excessively long time by comparison with the shortest 113 days taken by the Timandra.
However the Amelia Thompson’s voyage was bad. only in its duration. The weather was kind and
relationships on board remained cordial. throughout, although in a much more formal and less
outgoing way than their counterparts on the William Bryan had known. When recalling their voyage
in latter years, Amelia Thompson survivors could never match the animation, with which their
predecessors reminisced about their dinner parties with the Captain, dancing and singing on deck, and
their romantic memories about the John James and Ann Phillips shipboard wedding.

Sadly, the predominant memories as far as Amelia Thompson people were concerned were of the
seven deaths during the voyage - two adult women and. five children. Although there were seven
compensatory births, the first death, that of a 21-year-old married woman just two weeks out from
Plymouth, cast a pall that remained in place throughout the entire voyage.

The third arrival was the Oriental, the largest of the Plymouth Company ships at 506 tons. Although
she carried the second smallest complement with 130 passengers, they were crammed into grossly
inadequate accommodation. The overriding memories of that ship’s passengers in later years was
having to dress and undress in their bunks with curtains drawn, and eating meals at tables that hung on
ropes, and were drawn back up on to the ceiling between meals. Her voyage was one of moderate
length and was carried out in kindly weather.

When Taranaki anniversary reunions were held over succeeding years and surviving passengers from
each of the six ships gathered in their separate groups to reminisce, it was not hard to tell which group
had sailed in the Timandra. Of all the problems experienced by passengers on the other five Plymouth
Company ships, those who came in the Tiniandra could claim to have experienced them in multiple
dosages. Although hers was the shortest voyage at just 113 days, many of the 202 passengers who set
out from Plymouth on 2 November 1841 would never feel able to forgive their ship for what they
went through.
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EDWARD BAIGENT AND HIS WIFE MARY ANN ( NEE HERN),
NELSON ARRIVALS ON THE “CLIFFORD” MAY 13, 1842

This item is from an address to the

Bay Of Plenty Founders on August 26, 2001 by Thea Still
Beginnings.
Edward was the fourth son of Windlesham sawyer, Thomas Baigent, and his wife, Dorothy Ann
Coule. He was born on June 22, 1813, and was one of nine children, all of whom were brought up as
staunch supporters of the Anglican faith. Edward's baptism on July 31, 1814, by Rev Thomas Snell, is
entered in the Windlesham parish register in the Church of St John The Baptist. It appears that the
Rev Snell was a close Baigent family friend.

1t is quite probable that Edward learned sawmilling in his father’s establishment, but it would also
appear that he had training as a millwright and engineer, as the skills he brought to New Zealand hint
expertise in this area. Despite his skills, Edward could not find work to fit his talents in the England of
the 1830’s. He sought out what was available and became a footman at Woodlands.

The New Zealand Company

With a family of five, Edward could make little headway to improve his position and provide for his
family in the way he wished, in a country gripped by depression. The light on his horizon was some
interesting publicity put about by the New Zealand Company. This had its beginnings in 1825 when
some influential men in London got together, formed a company and sent two ships out to New
Zealand to investigate settlement possibilities for the purpose of obtaining spars and flax. This initial
investigation came to an end after only ten months when settlers were frightened by Maoris at
Hokianga. By May 2, 1838, Edward Gibbon Wakefield had formed the New Zealand Company and
two months later sent his brother, William, out on the Tory to investigate further. At this stage the
British Government had not endorsed these efforts, declaring that New Zealand was not yet British

Territory.

A charter was eventually granted the Company on February 12, 1841, and the Arrow, Will Watch
and Whitby were dispatched that same year carrying advance parties of settlers who would survey and
otherwise prepare Nelson for the great influx of people Wakefield proposed to establish there as
permanent residents.

With his application supported by the glowing testimony of his two patrons, Edward's passage was
duly granted. The testimony from Rev Snell is dated November 10, 1841, and Edward and his family
boarded the Clifford on December 13 that year. In just one month Edward had to assemble everything
for the voyage. It must have made for a very hectic household, for he equipped himself admirably to
meet the conditions, with which he would be confronted in his new homeland.

He had listed his occupation as 'sawyer” on his application form, and consequently had to pack the
makings of a sawmill into his luggage. Included in the Baigent family’s stores were a cast-iron
gangsaw frame, two pit saws, six mill saws, six circular saws, a circular spindle, and large quantities
of betting (gutta-percha), files and tools of all kinds. Various technical books were tucked into other
necessities. The "emigrants outfit’ listed previously was purchased from a large company warehouse at
the Deptford Docks in London.

‘Wakefield

The section (No 92) which Edward purchased in Wakefield in February 1843 from John Henry
Wilson (described as commander on the retired list of the Indian Navy of the Honourable East India
Company ), was made on a scheme of deferred payments. An interesting feature in the agreement was
that Edward undertook to erect and build on the said piece or parcel of land or ground, hereby
demised, and complete and finished ready for habitation within two years of date hereof (February 9),
one good and substantial house (the value of which shall not be less that one hundred pounds, with
chimneys, windows, doors and the necessary fittings, etc, etc.’
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"A new tablet-porter had been placed in charge of Erua station, main trunk. One day a bushfeller
turned up and said: "Return ticket to the Big Smoke." The porter consulted his guide book. "B-B no, I
think you're on the wrong line. Bushy:

"Oh well, give me a return to Auckland."

"The first butter factory in Taranaki was established by a Chinese, Mr Chew Chong, at Eltham, in
1873. Chong was an enterprising man; his wife being European. He owned a store business In New
Plymouth. It was soon found that much of the Taranaki land was well adapted for dairying, and
factories sprang up all over the province; in a few years Taranaki became the most important dairying
area. At a show was exhibited the largest cheese on record; it was studded with silver coins, and sold
by the pound. Buyers pulled the pieces apart to get the money, and. being trod upon, the floor became
a quagmire of cheese! It was a shameful waste of really good cheese."

“1900 or thereabout. I was in the Hawera-New Plymouth morning train. Opposite me sat a Wesleyan
minister whom I knew. Beside the minister sat Rudlyard Kipling. Near Stratford stood a bushman’s
shack; outside, a woman with two children. Kipling looked out of the window and remarked: "Fancy
clawing out a home in a wilderness like this."

"Mark Twain the American humorist was en tour before Rudyard arrived. At Napier the author was
banqueted. Responding to a toast he said: 'Gentlemen, there's a saying See Naples and Die. I say See
Napier and Spit.” (Port Ahurirl was usually called The Spit).

"First issue of N.Z. Herald. Vol,l No.l. That means the very first. Date: Friday, Nov.13 1853. (Who
says Friday and 13 are unlucky!) The infant Herald consisted of four pages, each of 6 columns 21
inches long. The proprietors have kept the promise of an item in the editorial to the effect that the
paper hoped to keep pace with the times. The different types used in the paper were then called long
primer, brevier, nonpareil and minion; all "set up’ by hand, and of course no type settino machine had
been invented at that time. The imprint bore the names of Messrs W. Wilson and D.Bamn. The
proprietors publish a notice thanking the Southem Cross newspaper for use of a machine to print the
Herald pending the erection of their own. Where did I get such an interesting old newspaper? It
doesn’t matter so long as I relate facts." (In 2002, the contributor of this article can’t help wondering
what became of this first issue, which surely would be worth a fortune!)

"Some of the first Herald s advertisements ... A Wesleyan service is announced for Otahuhu at two
quarter p.m. Wm. Hobson has just imported 20 hogsheads of Bass No.3 ales, and 400 doz. Blood,
Wolfe Dublin stout. A bookseller announces Larthalestier’s celebrated eau-de-cologne, patronised by
Her Majesty and the elite of Auckland. Jones and Co, will sell 20 kegs Whangarei salted butter, 20
barrels Sydney beef, 10 dozen Auckland buckets, 1 omnibus, 10 boxes gunpowder, 2 Sydney drays
and carpet bags. J & A Wiseman, next to Buckland's Haymarket, Oueen St, advertise harness, bullock
harness, sword belts. German military spurs etc. A draper: Paper and linen collars, moleskin trousers,
wincey, alpaca, calico."

"I can bring to mind a few food facts that may be worthy of note. As a boy 1 saw served out to a
family of small children boiled flour-nothing else; bread without butter or jam, and soup made with
boiling water into which a lump of dripping or fat had been put ... just greasy water. Pudding? Yes ...
usually yeast dumpling, quite all right; a pint of ’balm’ from the brewery for a penny; the yeast and
flour were mixed and boiled. The poorest mothers and children of the century following would have
been heard if they had to endure some of the hardships suffered by the early colonists. I can recollect
mothers having to bring up their children in dire poverty. No charitable institutions to appeal to; in
shacks devoid of the scantiest comforts; a fire for winter could hardly be managed except in coldest
winter.

Husbands those days were paid poor wages, not in keeping with the cost of living. The women
seldom complained. Present day women would riot if they had to boil their clothes in oil drums; if
they used only the now obsolete colonial and camp ovens; if they had to send their children to school
half-clad, or keep them home because they could not afford the weekly fee."
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