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This year has seen real challenges for the Society, both physical and non-
physical. On the physical side we were invited to move our premises, expenses
paid, from the James Smith Building to Level 2, Mibar Building, 85 Victoria
Street, for the same rental. We agreed and will move on 1" July. The big
advantage, apart from a more pleasant outlook, is the ability to sub-let, which
will augment our income appreciably. Our over-riding concern is our library,
which on the one hand is a valuable asset, and on the other an under-utilised
white elephant. It must be housed in solid fire and earthquake-proof premises for
insurance purposes. The question is should we drop the insurance altogether, as
the contents are irreplaceable. There is also the possibility of relocating the
library out of Wellington to one of the Branches. Wanganui has indicated it may
be interested in such a move. This would enable the Executive to move to
cheaper and more limited accommodation.

We are also considering changes in regard to our Research Grant Award.
Publishing costs have escalated enormously and to make our grant have any
credibility we will probably limit it to alternate years. Alison Wong, a Research
Award recipient, was 2002 Burns Research Fellow at Otago University and is
now at the Stout Research Centre at Victoria University.

It has been established that a Founders Domain name is available and we hope to
register it and produce a web site. Advertising is the best means of informing
people about Founders and we feel Internet advertising is the way to go.

Our pioneer ancestors had mainly physical dangers and obstacles to overcome.
Today our problems and dangers are less physical but harder to combat. OQur
society is becoming increasingly multi-cultural and there is a real danger of the
standards and values of our ancestors being eroded and their contribution to
society marginalised or discounted. We must be vigilant and take a stand on
matters we consider important. To this end we have written to government and

councils on such matters such as the replacing of pioneer names with Maori ones
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Auckland Branch

Auckland Branch continues to hold regular luncheon meetings with a speaker. In
June a “Jubilee” Party was held to commemorate the Queen’s Jubilee with a
“show and tell” feature. Members brought “Royal” souvenirs and gave a talk on
their souvenir. In July a programme of published love letters drew admiration.
John Webster, Chairman, described the visit to Auckland of the French actress,
Sarah Bernhardt at the August meeting. Family Connections was the subject of
the September meeting and members were amazed to discover the number of
ships or settlements they had in common. A summer picnic on the lawn of
Kinder House, Parnell, was held in 2003. Carolyn Rhodes (Secretary) told of life
in Victorian New Zealand as experienced by an Italian Franciscan and a French
Marist priest, particularly during the Taranaki Wars. In April a member told how
he had commissioned a local artist to depict his forebears’ arrival in New Zealand
using photographs of ancestors and of the ship taken from a painting held by the
Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington. The entire process of gathering
information and painting took more than two years but very worthwhile. John
Webster gave an address on Mary Ruddock, a dressmaker and specialist in
children’s clothing in May.

Waikato Branch

The Branch held six luncheon meetings at the Te Rapa Racecourse in Hamilton.
The following speakers addressed the meeting. June Johansen gave a talk on her
great-great-great-grandparents; Ralph Evans on Modern Victoria Clubs; Moira
Parker spoke about John White who emigrated to New Zealand in 1834. He
published two historical novels as well as other work and his best-known work
was the official collection of Maori historical traditions “The Ancient History of
the Maori”

Mrs Kay Hodson, dressed in period costume, continued her ancestors’ story from
last year, but moving on a generation.

Bay of Plenty Branch

The AGM was held at the Armitage Hotel, Tauranga, followed by a visit of the

‘Treasures of the Elms’ at Baycourt; an outstanding display of fragile textiles and

garments. The second luncheon was held at the Te Ao Marama Church Hall,
Page 19












































































































	EPSON001
	EPSON002
	EPSON003
	EPSON004
	EPSON005
	EPSON006
	EPSON007
	EPSON008
	EPSON009
	EPSON009b
	EPSON010
	EPSON011
	EPSON012
	EPSON013
	EPSON014
	EPSON015
	EPSON016
	EPSON017
	EPSON018
	EPSON019
	EPSON020
	EPSON021
	EPSON022
	EPSON023
	EPSON024
	EPSON025
	EPSON026
	EPSON027
	EPSON028
	EPSON029
	EPSON030
	EPSON031
	EPSON032
	EPSON033
	EPSON034
	EPSON035
	EPSON036
	EPSON037
	EPSON038
	EPSON039
	EPSON040
	EPSON041
	EPSON042
	EPSON043
	EPSON044
	EPSON045
	EPSON046
	EPSON047
	EPSON048
	EPSON049
	EPSON050

